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Debra Budiani-Saberi is the founder and executive director of the Coalition for Organ-Failure Solutions (COFS), an
international nonprofit health and human rights organization with a mission to combat exploitative forms of organ
donation. Deborah M. Golden is a member of the board of directors of COFS and is also a staff attorney at the
Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs.

Organ transplants have become a life-saving therapy for thousands of people, and the demand for organs
from patients with organ failure far exceeds the supply. Because of the great demand, there is a growing
appeal to create a system that compensates organ donors. Other countries have created such organ markets
with problematic results, such as exploitation of the poor and negative health consequences. Other and more
ethical methods to increase the supply of donated organs can be implemented without debasing body parts
into commodities or exploiting impoverished people.

Yuri, a 29-year-old Egyptian man residing in the outskirts of Cairo, worked an average of 12 hours a day on a bus
calling out destinations at bus stops and collecting passengers' fees. When his dire living conditions worsened, it led
him to desperation. "Manv circumstances led me to this—mv mother needed an intestinal suraerv and mv two sisters
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This article was published in the anthology Is Selling Body Parts Ethical? The anthology is a print book in
the “At Issue” series. (Books in this series contain a collection of essays taken from various sources.)
From the clues in the sample citation at the end of the article (“Rpt. from”), we can guess that the article
in the book was originally published in another source in 2009 under another title, “Advancing Organ
Donation ...” We'll have to guess that the article was originally published in a journal since no publication
information is given.
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